
MAKING IDENTITY COUNT

Constructing a National Identity Database
https://www.makingidentitycount.org/

Project Leaders: Prof. Dr. Ted Hopf (National University Singapore), Dr. Bentley Allan (Johns 
Hopkins), Dr. Sjrdan Vucetic (Ottawa)
Country Leader Germany: Dr. Falk Ostermann (JLU Gießen)

involved JLU students: Marlene Böger, Noah Levin Damschke, Charlotte Gemmeke, Thea M. 

Rathmann, Momoko von Sprockhoff (BA Social Sciences, MA Democracy and Governance)

Sponsors
• 2017 The Asia Research Institute. Research Cluster at the Asia Research Institute, National University of Singapore, 

“Identities in Asia” Grant Period: 2017 to 2020. PI: Ted Hopf (NUS)
• 2017 SSHRC (Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada), “National Identities in World Politics, 1950-

2000 “, Grant Period: 2017 to 2022. PI: Srdjan Vucetic (Ottawa); Collaborators: Bentley Allan (JHU), Ted Hopf (NUS).
• 2015 ETAg (Estonia) Venemaa rahvuslik identiteet võrdlevas kontekstis: intersubjektiivse identiteedi andmebaasi

loomine (Russian National Identity in a Comparative Context: Towards an Intersubjective Identity Database), 
PI: Viacheslav Morozov (UT); Collaborator: Ted Hopf (NUS)

• 2015 ISA (International Studies Association) Catalytic Grant, Sept. 2015. One-day workshop dedicated to the project’s
research objectives at the 2016 ISA convention in Atlanta. Organizers Bentley Allan (JHU) and Srdjan Vucetic (Ottawa).

• 2015 AcRF-Tier 1 Academic Research Fund, Singapore’s Ministry of Education: PI: Ted Hopf (NUS)

What the project does
 … constructing a bottom-up national identity 

database from 1950 onwards (every 10 years)
 … on the grounds of five mass and elite text-

genres (letters, movies, newspapers, novels, 
speeches) 

 … using discourse analysis and (later) 
quantification (relative salience; valence) 

 … to produce a more valid, intersubjectively
meaningful measurement of national identity
than existing proxy variables for comparative 
scholarship

 … to analyze great power relations, with the 
ultimate goal of constructing a database of all 
great power identities from 1810 to the present

Year 2000 Raw Identity Counts Germany (Marlene Böger)

Coded Countries: Brazil, China, France, Germany, India, 
Italy, Japan, Russia, United Kingdom, United States of 
America

Publications and Work in Progress:
 Hopf, Ted, and Bentley B. Allan (2016). Making Identity 

Count. Building a National Identity Database. New York: 
Oxford University Press.

 7 national identity reports on Germany
 3 MA theses
 … Year 1990 Identity Topography Germany, with valences (Charlotte Gemmeke)

https://www.makingidentitycount.org/

