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What we do:
 coding parliamentary votes on military 

deployments across the world with our 
project partners

 analyzing the party politics of foreign policy 
behind these votes 

What we’ve already found out on a dataset of 11 countries 
in Europe and the U.S. (versions #1, 2):
 Military missions are increasingly contested across 

parties, contradicting dominant theories of world 
politics. Politics does not stop at the water’s edge.

 Contestation follows a political left-right cleavage: it is 
strongest on the Radical Left, decreases towards the 
political center, and increases again on the Radical 
Right (but less so).

 Being in government or opposition matters, too, but 
less than political ideology.

What we are doing now:
 enlarging the dataset from 11 

to 17 countries across the 
world

 enlarging the dataset to cover 
international treaties, too
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Further project partners: Florian Böller (Heidelberg | USA), Flemming Juul Christiansen (Roskilde | DK), Fabrizio 
Coticchia (Genova | ITA), Daan Fonck (Leuven | BEL), Anna Herranz-Surralles (Maastricht | ESP), Juliet Kaarbo
(Edinburgh | UK), Kim Joohee (SKO), Kryštof Kučmáš (Prague | CZ), Phil Lagassé (Carleton | CAN), David 
MacDonald (Guelph | NZ), Ken McDonnagh (Dublin City | IRE), Michal Onderco (Rotterdam | SLK), Rasmus Brun 
Pedersen (Aarhus | DK), Birgit Poopuu (Aberystwyth | EST), Tapio Raunio (Tampere | SF), Yf Reykers (Leuven | 
BEL), Michal Smetana (Prague | CZ), Özlem Terzi (Amsterdam | TUR), Sigita Trainauskiene (Mil Academy 
Lithuania), Valerio Vignoli (Milano | ITA) – and Japan.

Average Number of No-Votes per Party Family with Outliers. Labels refer to cabinets. (For
instance, Blair II refers to the exceptionally high number of no-votes of MPs from the Liberal
Party in the British House of Commons during Blair’s second cabinet.)


