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Lecture as part of the Teaching Assistantship Programme 2021

Identity Theory: An Introduction

Organizational details

Instructor: Morteza Azimi

Date: May 26th, 2021, 2-4 pm

Location: Online (link will be sent in advance to the lecture)
Content

Identity as a highly contested concept of our time will be shortly introduced according to its
interpretations in different disciplines. It will be discussed why this concept has been and is a so
important part of our life. When and in which period of human history has it become so important?
What epistemological trends have made it so significant?

Among many different perspectives to approach identity, the focus of this lecture will be on the social
dimensions of identities. The roles of the 4 Fs (Freud, Ferdinand de Saussure, Foucault, and Feminism)
in the decentering of the subject and influencing the identity theory will be discussed.

The introduction to discursive characteristics of identity, identity in narrative, and the use of narrative
as a tool to study identities are among the aims of this lecture. The cultural aspects of identity such as
acculturation, assimilation, separation, and integration will be also touched upon.

Keywords: social identity, social construction, discourse, narrative, subjectivity, agency

Learning Targets

e Participants will be introduced to different aspects of the concept of identity.
e The constructed nature of identity will be focused on.
e Cultural perspectives of the concept of identity will be touched upon.

Target group

Students, Doctoral Candidates and Postdocs of all Faculties

Course language
English
Registration

Please register by May 17, 2021 via e-mail at info@ggs.uni-giessen.de.
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