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Call for Applications 2025

Planetary Scholars & Artists in Residence Program

PROTOTYPING A PLANETARY DEMOCRACY
Eight Fellowships on Planetary Agency & Politics

In political responses to anthropogenic planetary distress, the core principle of freedom no longer
seems to be a priority. As the Earth’s critical biophysical systems are growing increasingly fragile,
approaching collapse, the bases for the livelihoods of millions of people and more-than-human
beings are under threat. Equipped with reformative control mechanisms dating back to the onset of
the environmental movement (e.g., the sustainability paradigm or the IPCC), democratic systems
have failed to avert the present polycrisis. Instead, fossil-fueled, extractive ways of living off — as
opposed to with— the planet continue to prevail while ecosystems collapse, species go extinct, and
geopolitical conflicts abound. In the meantime, democracies have transformed from proactive into
reactive forces. Unexpressive of the collective “will” of other than human political agents, nation-
state- and human-centered governments remain incapable of coordinating collective action to
keep the Earth habitable. However, the freedom of a// humans, including future generations, is
inextricably linked to the vibrancy of the biosphere; the struggle for civil rights and the struggle for
the planet are one. To preserve democratic values and avoid dictatorship in answer to the planetary
crisis, political institutions need to recalibrate towards the earthly multitudes that shape the
condition of our lives.

A starting point from where to think further:
Local Maori tribes and the government of New Zealand share guardianship of Mount Taranaki, which has
been declared a legal person in 2017, @ United States Geological Survey 2020
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The Panel on Planetary Thinking at the Justus-Liebig-Universitat (JLU] in Giessen, Germany, seeks
schaolars and artists with visions of designing these future institutions. For the periods April-June
and September-November 2025, we award eight fellowships for scientific and creative projects

that conceptualize and experiment with strategies to integrate more-than-human agencies into
politics. To restore the proactive capacity of democratic systems to foster freedom, equality, and
solidarity, a// “voices” that pose demands to and are affected by their decisions must participate.
Demacratic thinkers consider these to include not only the perspectives and intelligences of more-
than-human life but also those of ecosystems, ecoregions, and planetary forces, as well as the ones
provided by the emergent technosphere or (in)Janimate matter.! However, concrete plans are
missing for realizing this political practice or differentiating between the collectives and individuals
within this unwieldy crowd. To contribute to closing this gap, we need insights on (1) how PLANETARY
AGENCY manifests and (2) how PLANETARY POLITICS can answer to more-than-human political agency.
As a result of this final round of our consecutive, four-year fellowship program, we aim to design a
planetary democracy prototype.

Planetary Thinking on Agency & Politics

We do not simply live ‘on,’ but are part of an ever-changing planet—alongside a multitude of others.
To grapple with what that means and how we can meet our human responsibilities, the Planetary
Scholars & Artists in Residence Program (2022-2025) facilitates dialogues between the
humanities, social sciences, natural sciences, life sciences, and the arts. The program’s overarching
questions touch upon the following dimensions:

e In terms of the past: How did planetary forces form us? How did we obtain planetary forces
that are capable of transforming Earth?

e Concerning the present: How can humans deal with irregular-regular planetary changes
beyond their influence? What does it mean to have such powers, how should they be
deployed, and when should they be restrained?

¢ And prospectively: Which planetary forces beyond our influence can we anticipate? Which
planetary dynamics can we ally or reunite with, and which alliances should we quit (if
possible)?

Currently, the third group of fellows is working on the overarching theme of PLANETARY TIMES—their

projects address the planetary evolution in information processing, comparative planetary
histories, the practice and philosophy of de-extinction, as well as planetary timescales and the
conception of eternity investigated through case studies on glaciers, permafrost tunnels, and
cryopreservation facilities. Previous fellows have investigated two other theoretical premises of
planetary thinking: PLANETARY MATERIALS (2022) and PLANETARY SPACES (2023). In this final round, we
wish to bundle creative and scientific potentials to apply this planetary lens while conceptualizing
and designing the building blocks needed for a planetary democracy (PLANETARY AGENCY and
PLANETARY PoLITics, 2025). Applicants may focus on increasing our understanding of more-than-
human agencies by rendering them visible, tangible, and interpretable through political terms. From
there, we wish to reflect on and experiment with the respective institutional structures and
democratic practices that enable these agents’ political inclusion. Therefore, applications may

1 For an overview on key texts in the field from where we aim to think further, we refer applicants to the list of
references attached to this Call. Panel on Planetary Thinking
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focus on either PLANETARY AGENCY or PLANETARY POLITICS or address both dimensions

complementarily. Applicants should aim to generate insights that enhance the current state of

research and practice outlined in this Call, and they are welcome to apply for both terms if their

projects require more than one period to be realized.

Projects seeking insights into the implications we can draw from PLANETARY AGENCY on the

institution building of a planetary democracy include, but are not limited to:

The (co-)shaping of the Earth, other planets, ecosystems, and human societies by

> physical, planetary, or cosmic forces (e.g., the impacts of gravity and seismic forces on
architectural design, the structuring of societies by bodies of water, or the geopolitical
consequences of solar storms]:

- microbial, fungal, vegetal, and nonhuman animal life (e.g., the terraforming capacities of
bacteria, the information exchange in forest ecosystems via mycorrhizal networks humans
draw upon, or the co-shaping of societal life between humans and domestic animals];
technological or “artificial” life (e.g., the social and political impacts of Large Language
Madels and other Al technologies, as in oil extraction or conservation efforts, or the use of
robotics in research, therapy, or space exploration);

Research on more-than-human communication (e.g., plant bioacoustics utilizing digital
technologies, biomimetic robots, and supported by artificial intelligences).

Projects focusing on PLANETARY PoLITICS should aim to design the building blocks for a planetary
democracy prototype. Possible foci include, but are not limited to:

Concrete proposals for new institutional frameworks, practices, and spaces that enable
this new institution to answer to more-than-human agencies (e.g., more-than-human voting
practice, constituencies, or parliaments];

Visionary expansions of political concepts, theories, and real-world experiments that
recoghize and answer to more-than-human political agents [(e.g., more-than-human
rights, interspecies democracy, multispecies justice, or planetary commons];

aim for safeguarding planetary habitability (e.g., Earth System Governance, planetary
federalism, or ecological democracy];

practice more-than-human collaboration, inspiring more-than-human politics (e.g.,
Animals in the Room, Organisms Democracy, the Embassy of the North Sea, TerraQ, The
Internet of Animals, or The Internet of Trees);

Research and experiments exploring the inspirations we can draw from the political
dimensions inherent to planetary agencies (e.g., efforts in more-than-human translation,
engagement with democratic arrangements of insects or herd animals, or more-than-
human forms of protest or preferences).
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Fellowship Awards & Expectations
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Left: Exhibition “Unstable Planetary Spaces” by Jason Waite & Adenike Oladosu [Planetary Spaces cohort] at Kunsthalle
Giessen © Endres. Right: Claudia Hart! [Planetary Materials cohort] takes a core sample from a beech @ Mdrsdorf

All fellows are expected to reside in Giessen [or its proximity) throughout the period(s) of their
fellowships. They will be granted a stipend of 5,000 euros/month, which is supposed to cover all
travel and living expenses. In addition, funding for workshops, guest speakers, exhibitions,
publications, etc., is available upon request. During their residency in Giessen, fellows will be fully
integrated into the JLU’'s academic life, have full access to its libraries, and may be put in touch
with researchers from its comprehensive range of research facilities. The Panel also maintains a

range of cooperations with other organizations, ranging from Giessen’s theater to its cinema and
makerspace. All fellows are expected to participate in the regular panel meetings and to design an
engaging workshop with and for a transdisciplinary audience in collaboration with their co-fellows.
Depending on their individual scholarly and/or artistic subject matters, they may conceptualize the
workshops in a format they choose, such as a masterclass, an exhibition, or a performative
activity.

Comfortable apartments with fully
equipped kitchens have been reserved
in the university's ‘Alexander von
Humboldt’ guest house, but fellows
are welcome to take up residence
elsewhere according to  their
preferences. They are provided with
newly renovated and furnished co-
working office/studio spaces at the
Panel on  Planetary  Thinking's
headquarters within the city center —
inside one of Giessen's most

characteristic, old-style buildings.

Co-working spaces for our fellows @ Bauer

The Panel and the Kunsthalle Giessen, the city's leading art space for contemporary art, are

Panel on Planetary Thinking
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planning a final exhibition to showcase the artistic work of fellows from all cohorts of the program:
Planetary Materials (2022), Planetary Spaces (2023), Planetary Times (2024), Planetary Agency &
Politics (2025). The co-curated show opens in November 2025 and runs until February 2026. For

this special occasion, the Kunsthalle’'s director, Nadia Ismail, will join the jury to select the artists

for 2025. All travel expenses to revisit Giessen for the show’s opening are covered for the fellows

residing in Giessen in the summer term.

Please do not hesitate to contact us with any specific requests. As we work closely with the JLU's

international office, future fellows will receive adequate support on any formalities connected to

their stay in Giessen (e.g., questions about health insurance or residence permits).

Space Age Lounge and expanding Planetary Library.
© Muthuwahandi

Requirements and Application Procedure

=> fellows should have an advanced academic or artistic
record relevant to Planetary Agency, -Politics, or
democratic theory; as we prioritize the respective
project's relevance for our theme as against academic
degrees, holding a PhD is not a prerequisite;

= fellows have to commit to taking up residence in or in
the proximity of Giessen during the period they apply
for;

—> fellows are obligated to [co—]organize one workshop
that may include an exhibition or a performative activity;
—=>artists interested in contributing to the final
exhibition should be available for remote coordination
from October 2024 onwards;

=> fellows should be willing to participate actively in the
activities outlined above.

Please send your application (in English) as a single PDF and include the following:

(1) Cover letter [one page max.) stating your motivation to apply;

(2] Curriculum vitae;

(3] artist portfolio on works connected to planetary thinking (for artists); which may include a

suggested work for the exhibition (one-page max.J;

(4) project description (one page max.) that outlines your planned contribution to building the

planetary democracy prototype (for both scholars & artists);

(5] tentative abstract for a workshop or event of an alternative format (one page max.J;

(6.) An outline of any specific requests [(materials/equipment needed or individual

requirements regarding furnishing office spaces/studios, etc.)

Panel on Planetary Thinking
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Please also note that:
The title of your PDF should reflect the period(s) you are available for and your thematic focus:

“LastName_Summer/Winter_Agency/Politics,”
“LastName_Summer/Winter_Politics,”
“LastName_Winter_AgencyPolitics,”
“LastName_SummerWinter_Politics,” or other constellations.

Applicants are welcome to apply individually or as transdisciplinary pairs [artist and scholar]) with a
clearly defined project in mind to which they will dedicate their fellowship. Please note that two
individual CVs are required for joint applications, and your personal ideas and perspectives on your
collaborative project should be clearly outlined.

The deadline for applications is July 24, 2024. Applications must be sent via email to

panel@planet.uni-giessen.de. Shortlisted applicants may be invited for online interviews in late

August/early September 2024. Decisions will be announced shortly after.

For more information, please see our website or consult us via email.

We are very much looking forward to reading your applications!

Panel on Planetary Thinking
Justus Liebig University | Liebigstr. 35 | 35392 Giessen
Tel: +49 64199-16191| E-Mail: panel@planet.uni-giessen.de


mailto:panel@planet.uni-giessen.de
https://www.uni-giessen.de/en/faculties/planetarythinking/planetarythinking-en-neu

JUSTUS-LIEBIG-

notav
UNIVERSITAT p|9 H LAl
GIESSEN "?..h!.;“.s‘i

List of References

Andreas, J., Begus, G., Bronstein, M.M,, Diamant, R., Delaney, D., Gero, S., Goldwasser, S., Gruber, D.F.,
de Haas, S., Malkin, P. and Pavlov, N., Payne, R., Petri, G., Rus, D., Sharma, P., Tchernov, D.,
Tegnnesen, P., Torralba, A, Vogt, D., and Wood R. J. (2022]). Toward Understanding the
Communication in Sperm Whales. iScience, 25(6). https.//doi.org/10.1016/}.isci.2022.104393.

Asenbaum, H., Machin, A., Gaghon, J.P., Leong, D., Orlie, M. and Smith, J.L. (2023): The Nonhuman
Condition. Radical Democracy through New Materialist Lenses. Contemporary Political
Theory, 22(4), 584-615. https://doi.org/10.1057/541296-023-00635-3.

Asenbaum, H. (2022). Democratic Assemblage, in Davidian, A. and Jeanpierre, L. (eds.): What Makes
an Assembly? Stories, Experiments, and Inguiries. London: Sternberg Press. 249-260.
Bakker, K. (2022): The Sounds of Life. How Digital Technology is Bringing Us Closer to the Worlds of

Animals and Plants. Princeton: Princeton University Press.

Bennett, J. (2013). From Nature to Matter, in Archer, C., Ephraim L., and Maxwell L. (eds.): Second
Nature: Rethinking the Natural through Politics. New York: Fordham University Press. 149—
160.

Bridle, J. [2022). Ways of Being. Beyond Human Intelligence. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux.

Chakrabarty, D. (2019). The Planet: An Emergent Humanist Category. Critical Inquiry 46(1).
https.//doi.org/10.1086/705298.

Chao, S. (2022). (Un)Worlding the Plantationocene. Extraction, Extinction, Emergence. ETropic:
Electronic Journal of Studies in the Tropics, 21(1), 165-191.
https://doi.org/10.25120/etropic.21.1.2022.3838.

Clark, N., and Szerszynski, B. (2021). Planetary Social Thought. The Anthropocene Challenge to the
Saocial Sciences. Cambridge: Pality Press.

Connolly, W. E. (2013). The ‘New Materialism’ and the Fragility of Things. Millennium, 41(3), 389-412.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0305829813486849.

Donaldson, S. and Will Kymlicka. (2011). Zoopolis: A Political Theory of Animal Rights. Oxford & New
York: Oxford University Press.

Donaldson, S., Vink, J., & Gagnon, J. (2021). Realizing Interspecies Democracy. The Preconditions for
an Egalitarian, Multispecies World. Demacratic Theory, 8(1), 71-95.
https.//doi.org/10.3167/dt.2021.080105.

Elkin, R. S. (2022). Plant Life. The Entangled Palitics of Afforestation. Minneapolis & London:
University of Minnesota Press.

Felicetti, A. (2021). Learning from Democratic Practices. New Perspectives in Institutional Design.
The Journal of Politics 83(4): 1589-1601. https://doi.org/10.1086/711623.

Gabrys, J. (2023). Internet of Trees, in Braidotti, R., Jones, E., and Klumbyte, G. (eds.): More
Posthuman Glossary. London: Bloomsbury Academic, 67-689.

Gabrys, J. (2018): Program Earth. Environmental Sensing Technology and the Making of a
Computational Planet. Minneapalis: University of Minnesota Press.

Blake, J. S., and Nils Gilman (2024). Children of a Modest Star: Planetary Thinking for an Age of
Crises Redwoad City: Stanford University Press.

Gordon, T.A, Harding, H.R., Wong, K.E., Merchant, N.D., Meekan, M.G., McCormick, M., Radford, AN. &
Simpson, S.D. (2018). Habitat Degradation Negatively Affects Auditory Settlement Behavior of
Coral Reef Fishes. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 115(20), 5193-5198.
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1719291115.

Hanusch, F., and Meisch, S. (2022). The Temporal Cleavage. The Case of Populist Retrotopia vs.
Climate Emergency. Environmental Politics, 31(5), 883-903.

https://doi.org/10.1080/09644016.2022.2044691.
Hartley, J., Ibrus, I, & Ojamaa, M. (2020). On the Digital Semiosphere. Culture, Media and Science for

Panel on Planetary Thinking
Justus Liebig University | Liebigstr. 35 | 35392 Giessen

Tel: +49 64199-16191| E-Mail: panel@planet.uni-giessen.de

—

{o](y


https://doi.org/10.1016/j.isci.2022.104393
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41296-023-00635-3
https://doi.org/10.1086/705298
https://doi.org/10.25120/etropic.21.1.2022.3838
https://doi.org/10.1177/0305829813486849
https://doi.org/10.3167/dt.2021.080105
https://doi.org/10.1086/711623
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1719291115
https://doi.org/10.1080/09644016.2022.2044691

JUSTUS-LIEBIG- notar
UNIVERSITAT p|g H Ll
GIESSEN 'U"" Laurn

the Anthropocene. London: Bloomsbury Academic.

Lahde, V. [August 17, 2023). “The polycrisis”. AEON. Accessed April 5, 2024.
https://aeon.co/essays/the-case-for-polycrisis-as-a-keyword-of-our-interconnected-times.

Lingam, M., and Loeb, A. (2021). Life in the Cosmos. From Biosignatures to Technosignatures.
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

Malm, A. (2016). Fossil Capital. The Rise of Steam Power and the Roots of Global Warming. London:
Verso.

Mann, G. & Wainwright, J. (2020). Climate Leviathan. A Political Theory of our Planetary Future.
London: Verso.

Meijer, E. (2019): When Animals Speak. Toward an Interspecies Demaocracy. New York: New York
University Press.

Nixon, R. (2011). Slow Violence and the Environmentalism of the Poor. Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press.

Pedersen, S. (2020]: Planetarism. A Paradigmatic Alternative to Internationalism. Globalizations,
18(2), 141-154. https://doi.org/10.1080/14747731.2020.1741301.

Pedersen, S. (March 18, 2024). “Planetary Federalism. Union-within the Biosphere-Now.” Streijt
Council for a Union of Democracies. Accessed April 5, 2024.
https://www.streitcouncil.org/post/planetary-federalismunion-within-the-biosphere-now.

Pereira, J. C. and Saramago, A. (2020): Non-Human Nature in World Politics. Theory and Practice
(Frontiers in International Relations]). Cham: Springer.

Rockstrom, J., Kotzé, L., Milutinovi¢, S., Biermann, F., Brovkin, V., Donges, J., Ebbesson, J., French, D,
Gupta, J., Kim, R. and Lenton, T. (2024): The Planetary Commons. A New Paradigm for
Safeguarding Earth-regulating Systems in the Anthropocene. Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences 121 (5). https://doi.org/10.1073/phas.2301531121.

Romero, J. and Dryzek, J.S., (2021). Grounding Ecological Democracy. Semiotics and the
Communicative Networks of Nature. Environmental Values, 30(4), 407-429. doi:
10.3197/096327120X16076972518089.

Tironi M., Chilet, M., Marin, C. U. and Hermansen, P. (2024): Design for More-Than-Human Futures.
Towards Post-Anthropocentric Worlding. Abingdon: Routledge.

Tsing, A. L., Swanson, H. A, Gan, E. § Bubandt, N. (eds.] (2017). Arts of Living on a Damaged Planet.
Ghosts and Monsters of the Anthropocene. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press.

Tsing, A. (2015]). The Mushroom at the End of the World. On the Possibility of Life in Capitalist Ruins.
Princeton NJ: Princeton University Press.

Wikelski, M. (2024): The Internet of Animals. Discovering the Collective Intelligence of Life on Earth.
Vancouver: Greystone Books. (Forthcoming)

Yong, E. (2022). An Immense World. How Animal Senses Reveal the Hidden Realms Around Us. New
York: Random House.

Panel on Planetary Thinking
Justus Liebig University | Liebigstr. 35 | 35392 Giessen

Tel: +49 64199-16191| E-Mail: panel@planet.uni-giessen.de

{o](y


https://aeon.co/essays/the-case-for-polycrisis-as-a-keyword-of-our-interconnected-times
https://doi.org/10.1080/14747731.2020.1741901
https://www.streitcouncil.org/post/planetary-federalismunion-within-the-biosphere-now
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2301531121

